Collection Development Policy
OVERVIEW
I.  Purpose

The Collection Development Policy documents the guiding principles by which Hunter Library
provides and cultivates a collection of quality intellectual resources. The Collections Advisory
Committee reviews and updates the policy as needed, or every five years.

Il.  Library mission and values

Hunter Library is integral to the mission of Western Carolina University. We provide scholarly
information resources and tools, expert instructional and advisory services, inclusive physical
and virtual spaces, and employees dedicated to helping users explore, discover, learn, and
produce new scholarly and creative works. The library supports WCU’s regional engagement
mission through local partnerships and other activities to collect, preserve, and make available
the rich intellectual, cultural, and environmental heritage of the region.

[l. Core values

Our values are shaped by the American Library Association, the Association of College and
Research Libraries, and related professions:

a. Provide excellent service to every library user;

b. Employ user-centered approaches to service design and delivery in both physical and
virtual environments;
Protect intellectual freedom and freedom of inquiry;
Protect each library user’s right to privacy and confidentiality;
Ensure freedom of equitable access to information and information services;
Respect intellectual property rights and advocate for balance between the interests of
information users and those of rights holders through policy and educational
programming;
Resist to all efforts to censor library resources;
Support academic integrity and deterring plagiarism through policy and education;
Treat both library users and co-workers with fairness and respect;
Advocate for the rights, safety, and welfare of members of our community; and
Provide an environment that is welcoming and safe for all those who wish to use the
library, regardless of identity or differences.
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We support Western Carolina University’s commitment to Inclusive Excellence to “prepare our
students for the diverse world in which they live.” Our library offers support to help all members
of the WCU community develop intercultural knowledge and skills that are critical for effective
citizenship in the 21st century. In support of these goals, we strive to eliminate barriers to
information access, foster increased community with our underrepresented and underserved



populations, and build our capacity for cross-cultural and intergenerational engagement. We
value the well-being of our community and visitors and invite you to join us in creating an
environment that embraces our values.

Intellectual freedom

Intellectual freedom is a core value of Hunter Library. As such, this collection development
policy is guided by the first four articles of the American Library Association’s Library Bill of
Rights:
a. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and
enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not



Formats

The library collects resources in a variety of formats to meet the changing needs of users as
technology and publishing models evolve. These include physical media such as print books and
microfilm, as well as digital content, such as e-books, e-journals, databases, and streaming
media. Newer and emerging technologies will be evaluated at the time of need. The library
generally does not purchase identical content across multiple formats. For monographs, subject
librarians decide whether to purchase books in print or digital format. For journals, databases,
and movies, the library prefers electronic access.

Access to electronic resources

Hunter Library subscribes to electronic resources (such as databases and e-journals) at the
institutional level, so that everyone in the WCU community—including distance education
students—may access them. However, departments, units, and individuals may choose to
administer and pay for resources that fall outside the scope of the library’s collection at their
own discretion. In general, the library does not subscribe to electronic resources that restrict
simultaneous use. Exceptions may be made for electronic resources that impose partial limits,
such as e-books that may only be accessed by one person at a time, or databases with seat
restrictions. However, all resources must be accessible as institutional-level subscriptions that
are open to all people in the WCU community, including distance education students. The library
strongly prefers to provide access to electronic resources via proxy technology, with users
authenticated by IP address (for on-campus access) or by WCU login credentials (for off-campus
access). In some cases, the library may provide access to electronic resources that use
alternative means of authentication, typically user-created username and password—but only
for resources that are available at the institutional level, and only for resources that may be
accessed on and off campus.

Languages and translations

The library gives preference to resources in English or to resources translated to English.
Exceptions include, but are not limited to, works intended for the World Languages program.

Housing library resources



a. High use. The library collects multiple copies primarily to serve high demand. Except for
selected resources maintained for archival purposes in Special Collections, the library
does not acquire multiple copies for the sake of preservation.

b. Multiple formats. Duplication involving multiple formats, such as print and electronic
books, may be warranted.

VII. Deselection












VI.

VII.

VIII.

Leisure reading

The library maintains a leisure reading collection to encourage reading and lifelong learning. The
collection consists of a variety of popular fiction and nonfiction books and magazines.

Government documents

The purpose of being a depository library for federal and state documents is to provide access
to, and service for, government information as needed by students, faculty, and staff of Western
Carolina University and the 11th Congressional District. The library also collects and provides
access to regional documents, specifically those related to environmental concerns and local or
regional economic development. Preference is given to documents in electronic format. Care is
given to avoid duplication of resources in Special Collections.

Periodicals

The periodical collection supports the information needs of students and faculty with both print
and electronic resources. The collection reflects the long-term emphases of the curriculum, with
funding priority given to those areas identified as priorities of the university. It is a dynamic
collection, responding readily to the changing needs of the university.

Databases

The database collection supports all levels of scholarship across all disciplines. Because of the
high cost and interdisciplinary nature of databases, decisions to subscribe to new databases are
made by the Collections Advisory Committee, with input from subject librarians and teaching
faculty. The committee considers whether to renew or cancel subscriptions annually.
Additionally, the library has access to those databases provided through the NC LIVE statewide
library cooperative.

a. Collecting priorities. The library prioritizes databases that support, in order,
undergraduate studies; graduate studies; faculty teaching; faculty research; and staff
and general interests.

b. Special considerations. Criteria for selection include, but are not limited to, demand,
cost-effectiveness, user experience, breadth of appeal, and accreditation. Criteria for
renewals additionally include cost-per-use statistics.

Theses, dissertations, and disquisitions
In accordance with Series 12.25 of the University of North Carolina System General Records

Retention and Disposition Schedule, Hunter Library is responsible for the permanent retention
of record copies, in print or digital form, of theses, dissertations, and disquisitions completed by






ii. Cherokee Indian history and culture. Particular attention is given to
documenting the history of the Cherokee Nation east of the Mississippi River



organizations contemplating an oral history project with the desire of placing
materials in Special Collections should first consult with Special Collections staff.

iv. Offers outside the primary collecting interest. The unit does not actively collect
books, manuscripts, photographs, or other items that do not support the areas
of interest specified above. Where conditions warrant, a donation may be
accepted based upon the age, intrinsic value, unigueness, and research value of
the materials.

v. Donations based on faculty expertise. The unit does not collect in areas of
faculty expertise unless there is a long-term commitment from the appropriate
college to have faculty with expertise in the area.

vi. Photocopies. Special Collections encourages the donation of original materials
rather than photocopies or other reproductions. Photocopies and reproductions
are considered on a case-by-case basis. In instances where photocopies or
reproductions are accepted, the donation requires the same documentation as
with a collection of original materials.

vii. Formats. Special Collections encourages donation of materials within the areas
of collecting interest regardless of format. Some formats, notably older
electronic records and older audio and video media, may have special
requirements for their ongoing preservation and use. Decisions about acquiring
these materials will take into consideration unit resource constraints.

Reappraisal. Items may be considered for deaccessioning when they are no longer
relevant to the University's activities and programs as defined in the subject statements,
when they are redundant in the collection, or when their physical condition makes them
unusable.

Appraisals for tax purposes. Donors are responsible for appraising gifts. Special
Collections staff cannot assist donors with tax advice on a donation or provide an
appraisal.
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